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entirely differs from him on the question as to whether atheism is or is not involved in secularism, What, then, are his reasons for maintaining that secularism ought to be severed from atheism? The first is that the severance is rationally necessary. Secularism is, in his view, a theory of life and its duties founded exclusively on a study of the laws of nature. Theism, pantheism, and atheism, are all hypotheses as to the origin of these laws. But if we know what the laws are we may order our life according to them, although ignorant of their origin, or whatever hypothesis we may adopt as to their origin. Our present existence is a fact; and men may agree, and ought to agree, to deal with it as such, although they cannot agree as to whether there is a future life or not. " To ignore is not to deny. To go one way is not to deny that there may be, to other persons, another way. To travel by land is not to deny the water. The chemist ignores architecture, but he does not deny it. And so the secularist concerns himself with this world without denying or discussing any other world, either the origin of this, or the existence of that."
Now I think this reasoning will not stand even a slight examination. One science is, it is true, distinct from another, and yet to cultivate one is not to deny another. So theology, as a mere department of thought, is distinct from the physical